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RYDER RICHARDS’ PHALLICTRICITY
August 31, 2010 in Interview by Antonio Cerna | 1 comment

 (http://www.homo-

neurotic.com/2010/08/31/ryder-richards/#more-23654) 

A conversation with Texas artist, Ryder Richards (http://www.ryderrichards.com/) , about his new show “Trajectory” presented 
by Ro2 Art (http://www.ro2art.com/) . We talked about masculinity, using art as an excuse to get laid, and guns as phallic devices 
among other things.  He’s gracious to accept our interview and confesses he has no qualms about being interviewed for a gay 
blog — even if his friends make fun of him for it. “There are a thousand ways to call a man out or test his masculinty,” he 
responds. “And I am sure it happens all the time all over the world, but in parts of Texas (and probably Florida) your response 
may be vital to your longevity.” 
 

Diskeeper com Ads by Google

Page 1 of 6Ryder Richards’ Phallictricity | homo-neurotic - a gay gentleman’s guide to books, art, fas...

9/2/2010http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2010/08/31/ryder-richards/



 
(http://www.homo-neurotic.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/08/buckshot-1-1200.jpg) 
Buckshot. 30x44_graphte and gold paint on paper (c) Ryder Richards

1. Let’s get this question out of the way, right of the bat. Although you’re straight, you have no problem being 
featured on a website run by homos, even if your friends make fun of you, is that correct? Since when have you been 
a friend of Dorothy’s friends?

Ha. No, I don’t really mind being made fun of a bit, which might be obvious in some of the work. Of course, my straight friends 
would have to admit they were browsing HN before they could make fun of me, which would quite incriminating. As for Dorothy’s 
friends… well, I make art. So I have had the chance to become friends with interesting people who pursue ideas and aethetics 
with a passion. These are people concerned with a quality of life beyond nice truck tires. Strangely enough, a large portion of 
those people happen to be gay.

2. Whew! Now that that’s out of the way, let’s talk about art. What’s it like being an artist in Texas? (Full disclosure, 
I was born and raised in DFW.) However, for your average New Yorker, when someone says “Texas” — artist 
isn’t exactly the first word that comes to mind. How do you respond to that?

Ok, so let me say that Texas has been good to me. I grew up in Eastern New Mexico and moved to Lubbok, Texas in high school. 
Since then I have made friends and I have art shows. Success. The difficult part is that good friends are few and they leave often. 
And a ’successful art show’ in Texas means people actually showed up and some of them said ‘wow.’

I really think part of the charm of being an artist in Texas is that you are a pagan philosopher in the Bible Belt or a some stylized 
shaman to most people. It just makes no sense out here, economic or otherwise, so you must be either crazy or lazy. If I 
happened to lived in a place where artists surrounded me I would probably become a priest or engineer or some other 
confounding profession just to be ornery.

3. In several recent drawings, you explore masculinity and honor. Can you talk about that a bit? Specifically 
I’m taken with your buckshot series (This series is actually called ‘Impossibility of Defeat,’ but it features the 
Buckshot piece). How did those drawings come about?

I ran a nomadic art gallery with 2 friends for 3 years. We used a Ryder truck as the gallery, resplendent with track lighting and 
sheetrock walls. We drove all over Texas and the surrounding states. I began to notice that we were the strangers showing up in 
a strange western town and all three of us had a different way of establishing masculine credibilty. So, I began to think about the 
visual manifestations of masculinty and credibilty.

In 2009 I went to an art residency in Germany. When I arrive the director of the esidency says ‘You are from Texas, I will get you 
a gun.’ He comes back with a double barrel shotgun that belonged to his grandfather, but now they use it as a lamp. So, here 
I was again confronted with the stereotype of being a Texas man. The Impossiblity of Defeat series, ‘Perception vs. Reality’ in 
particular, came from me being handed this impotent prop.

I was out in rural Germany surrounded by nature close to the old Ease/West border. It got me to thinking about all the forms of 
power we bolster ourselves with, we portray our animal side and take pride in our strength and power. The masculine ego has a 
way of deifying our power and exposing it to the world, forcing them to notice and respect it. So, in the Buskshot piece I was 
thinking about the power the buck and how in a hunt a man proves himself by slaying such a powerful creature. And all I could 
really think is ‘how would that subsumed power take a physical manifestation?’
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4. Do you think guys (gay or straight) find it hard to talk about masculinity? In Texas, is one’s manhood called 
to question more often than in Tampa, FL?

I think masculinity is not something to be talked about, I think it’s basis is in action. In that case, talking about it seems 
counterproductive to being it. However, I do it anyway. I have only been to Tampa once and I got crazy drunk. Not much different 
than Texas. I read this book called ‘Cultures of Honor’ where the author talks about the levels of aggression that develop in rural 
areas, especially in the South where repuation is the the primary source of a man’s integrity. He finds that many Northern men 
actually produce cortisol to lower their anger response after an insult while rural Southern men just get angrier and more violent. 
So, there are a thousand ways to call a man out or test his masculinty and I am sure it happens all the time all over the world, 
but in parts of Texas (and probably Florida) your response may be vital to your longevity.

 (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/08/traj-projection-angle.jpg) 

 (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/08/crotch-loft.jpg) 

5. You currently have a solo show in Dallas, what has been the most challenging aspect of that experience? 
Inversely, what’s been the best part?

Oh, heck, the most challenging part was driving home after the show. The next toughest part was that my family visited that 
weekend. The best part was the response: people really liked the work. And we sold some art, which is a bonus. The next best 
part was that my family visited that weekend.
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6. Can you tell us about your current work on display? I’m curious about the buck as a theme.

The current show is called ‘Trajectory’. Several pieces are based on the ballistic trajectory of a .243 Winchester, a gun I once used 
to hunt antelope. So, the show is really about our ability to hit a target, or at least chart the path we are on as we strive towards 
a goal. For me, the buck has always been a regal creature that I admired and killed when I was younger. Sounds a bit psychotic. 
Maybe I should say it is a complicated relationship about admiration and the bittersweet nature of fulfillment.

The show, with the buck as a focus, is a way for me to state my doubts about the nature of practicality and attainment… in the 
most practical way I can.

7. You feature guns in a lot of your work. Do you own a gun? If so, do you shoot often? Where? How? If not, why are 
you interested in guns as an art motif?

Oh, yeah, I own guns. And no, I don’t shoot very often. For me guns are more like owning a hammer. I would never go out to 
randomly hammer some nails into a board. I only use my guns when I go hunting, and I haven’t been hunting in a couple years.

I think of guns in several ways: technical marvels, weapons of destruction, and phallic devices. Yes, yes, I know you haven’t 
thought of it before, but guns are phallic. Really phallic. So, now that we can think of a gun as a penis we can see them as 
an extension of ego, or a way to extend one’s own desires, or a way to conquer and dominate.

My interest in this is that mankind spends his efforts developing a machine to increase his ego. I see this as a primary issue of 
social importance that needs to be addressed as frequently as possible.

8. Has being an artist ever got you laid? Do you ever go up to girls and drop the ”I’m an artist” line? We would!

Haha. Yes, that might just be the real reason behind why I am an artist. As for line dropping… Now, I wouldn’t go up to such an 
innocent and skittish creature as a woman and drop a line like that… I would be much more subtle. I would position myself down 
wind from her and lure her out. Maybe I would sit there, pull out my sketch book and pencil, and draw her for a while. Now, 
females are curious creatures, and experience tells me that eventually she will saunter over and ask me ‘are you an artist?’

9. What’s next for you?

Hmmm… good question. I have a couple of really great pieces I need to create and a few installations I have started planning. 
That should keep me busy for the next few months.

10. Do you have a question for us?

I would love to know how many of your readers have ever fired a gun or been hunting.

Thanks for taking the time to answer our questions. We’re fans of your work and we hope you go very far!

Thanks for taking an interest in the work!
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Dream of Rimbaud. A conversation with playwright Christopher Richards. (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2010/05/12/dream-of-

rimbaud-a-conversation-with-playwright-christopher-richards/) ARTHUR RIMBAUD IS A FIGURE referenced by everyone from Patti Smith to Courtney 

Love* to David Wojnarowicz.  His life is told in countless biographies and...
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Calling All Artists (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2008/10/02/calling-all-artists/) While artwork prices have skyrocketed and artists increasingly 

pander to commercialism, it sometimes feels like art has lost its transforming and transcendent qualities… the...
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CONTACT continues sans homo-neurotic (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2009/04/13/leaving-contact-on-the-nightstand/) The homo-

neurotics have been having so much fun at CONTACT, we decided to take the show on the road. Instead of our photogs snapping all...
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Quotes from famous fags | Larry Kramer (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2008/11/25/quotes-from-famous-fags-larry-kramer/) Kramer’s 

response to Maureed Dowd re “his read” on Prop 8: “DON’T WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO HAVE RIGHTS? I AM ASHAMED OF YOU THAT...
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Winter Cocktail | The Manhattan (http://www.homo-neurotic.com/2010/01/11/winter-cocktail-the-manhattan/) I believe in signature drinks. 

When asked the question, “What’s your poison?,” I believe every man should have a firm response. Whether you choose...
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